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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Purpose of the Packet

The purpose of Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians:
Resources for Use by School Districts and Schools is to assist schools and school
districts in their efforts to respond to the questions from parents and guardians of
students who take the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) during
the 2008-09 school year. One question of parents and guardians often relates to the
opportunity to remove (opt out) their children from the CELDT requirement.

State and federal laws require that all students whose primary language is other
than English be assessed for English language proficiency. Parents and guardians
cannot remove (opt out) their children from this requirement. The legal basis for
requiring English proficiency testing is that all students have the right to an equal and
appropriate education and any English language limitations (left unidentified and/or
unaddressed) could preclude a student from accessing that right.

In addition to the Introduction, this packet is divided into three sections:

B Notifying Parents and Guardians
B Explaining the Student Performance Level Report
B Resources

The packet features an information brochure for parents and guardians, sample
notification letters to parents and guardians, sample student performance level
reports, a guide to the report, a step-by-step process for accessing the CELDT
Web page, a glossary of CELDT-related terms and acronyms, and available
Internet resources. Spanish translations for the information brochure and the
sample letters are available on the CELDT Recursos en Espafiol Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/spanish.asp.

A companion document, Reporting and Using Individual 2008-09 Results: Assistance
for School District and School Staff, provides information school district and school
administrators need to help prepare teachers and other designated staff for reporting
and using individual student results effectively. This packet includes an overview of
the CELDT, information about the reclassification process, and assistance materials
to help ensure that English learners with disabilities are tested for English language
proficiency appropriately.

October 2008 ¢ California Department of Education -1 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

In addition to the assistance materials in this packet, a Test Results Interpretation
Guide about the CELDT for parents and guardians is available in English and ten other
languages. The interpretation guide includes:

A description of the test format

An explanation of the test scores and how the results are reported
An explanation of what the results mean

Definitions of the English language performance levels

The guides can be found on the CTB/McGraw-Hill Web page at
http://www.ctb.com/celdt/ (Outside Source) under “Reporting and Interpretation
Materials.” The CELDT Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/ also provides a
link to this site.

A description of all of the assistance materials in this packet and their intended uses is
provided on pages I-3 through I-4.

October 2008 ¢ California Department of Education -2 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter for Initial

Identification of English Learners
(for students identified as English learners)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test

to students whose home language is not English. A Home Language Survey is
completed by the parents and guardians and submitted to the school district. In
California, the name of the state test is the California English Language Development
Test (CELDT). Its purpose is to determine how well each student tested can listen,
speak, read, and write in English.

When your student enrolled in our school, he/she was given the CELDT, and the
results are attached. These test results have identified him/her as an English learner.
Your student will be assigned to an appropriate language instruction program based
on the results. The goal of this program is to help your student become proficient

in English and succeed in the school's academic curriculum. [The school district
should add a sentence or two to explain the method of instruction used in the
student’s language instruction program, how this program will help the student
become proficient in English, and how it will be determined that the student is
ready to exit the program ]

You are invited to request a conference at school where your student’s CELDT results
and instructional program will be explained. To schedule your student conference, call
[put contact information here].

You are welcome to volunteer at the school and to participate on the school’s English
Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC). If you have any questions regarding your
student’s instructional placement or wish to observe the classroom, please contact the
school office at [put school office number here] during school hours.

Sincerely,
Superintendent/Principal Date
October 2008 « California Department of Education | |_3 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter for Initial

Identification of English Learners
(for students identified as fluent English proficient)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test

to students whose home language is not English. A Home Language Survey is
completed by the parents and guardians and submitted to the school district. In
California, the name of the state test is the California English Language Development
Test (CELDT). Its purpose is to determine how well each student tested can listen,
speak, read, and write in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results of this initial testing have
identified him/her as fluent English proficient (IFEP). This means that your student will
be assigned to a regular academic program and will not need special help to increase
his/her English skills. [The school district may want to add a sentence to describe
how the school will monitor the student’s academic progress for the next two
years.]

If you have any questions regarding your student’s instructional placement or CELDT
results, please contact the school office at [school phone number] during school
hours. You are encouraged to become involved in your student’s education.

Sincerely,
Superintendent/Principal Date
October 2008 « California Department of Education 11-4 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter
for Annual Assessment Results

(for English learners who have not yet reached proficiency in English)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test each
year to every student who has been identified as an English learner. In California, the
name of this test is the California English Language Development Test (CELDT). Its
purpose is to see how well each student is becoming proficient in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results are attached. Based on your
student’s performance on this test, he/she will continue to receive special assistance
to become more proficient in English and to succeed in the school’s academic
program. [The school district should add a sentence or two to explain the
method of instruction used in the student’s language instruction program, how
this program will help the student become proficient in English, and how it will
be determined that the student is ready to exit the program.]

As you look at your student’s CELDT results for this year, it is important to remember
that these results are one measure to assess your student’s progress toward English
language proficiency. [The school district may want to add a sentence about the
other measures that will be used to assess the student’s progress.]

You are invited to request a conference at school where your student’'s CELDT results
and instructional program will be explained. To schedule your conference, call [put
contact information here].

You are encouraged to become involved in your student’s education. You are welcome
to volunteer at the school and to participate on the school’s English Learner Advisory
Committee (ELAC). If you have any questions regarding the CELDT or your student’s
instructional placement or if you wish to observe the classroom, please contact the
school office at [put school office number here] during school hours.

Sincerely,
Superintendent/Principal Date
October 2008 « California Department of Education I1-5 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter
for Annual Assessment Results

(for English learners being considered for reclassification)

Dear Parents/Guardians:

State and federal laws require all school districts in California to give a state test each
year to every student who currently is identified as an English learner. In California,
the name of this test is the California English Language Development Test (CELDT).
Its purpose is to see how well each student is becoming proficient in English.

Your student has been given the CELDT, and the results are attached. Based on

your student’s performance on this test, he/she may be reclassified to fluent English
proficient (RFEP). In addition to the CELDT results, criteria used to make this decision
include an evaluation of your student’s academic performance by the teacher, your
opinion as the parent/guardian about his/her proficiency in English, and your student’s
performance on the California English—-Language Arts Standards Test (given as part of
the Standardized Testing and Reporting [STAR] Program).

You are invited to attend a special meeting at the school to discuss the reclassification
process and the recommended program for your student on [date] at [time] in
[location]. Please contact the school office at [phone number] to tell us whether

or not you are able to attend. Questions about the CELDT or your student's CELDT
results also should be directed to the same number.

We urge you to attend this important meeting and continue to be actively involved in
your student’s learning.

Sincerely,
Superintendent/Principal Date
October 2008 « California Department of Education | |_6 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
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CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Guide to the Student Performance Level Report (2008-09)

The Student Performance Level Report for 2008—09 provides results of the California
English Language Development Test (CELDT) for individual students. Information on
the report is described below.

Student Information

General information about the student taking the test is printed on the left side of the
report. This includes the student’s name, grade level, birth date, date of testing, and
the school and school district in which the test was taken.

Purpose of Assessment

The left side of the report also indicates whether the test was given for initial
identification or for the annual assessment. This area of the report also may indicate
that the student took the test outside of the annual assessment window or that it is not
known whether the student previously took the initial or annual CELDT assessment.
Initial identification means that the test was given to a new student whose Home
Language Survey shows a language other than English. A Home Language Survey is
completed by the parents and guardians and submitted to the school district. The initial
test results are used to help identify students as English learners who need to develop
their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English. The annual CELDT
assessment is given to students who already have been identified as English learners
to see how well they are developing their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills
in English. The annual assessment results are used with other information to help
monitor each student’s progress and to help determine if he or she has become fluent
in English.

Performance Levels

In 2001, the State Board of Education (SBE) established five performance levels

for measuring a student’s proficiency in English, based on the CELDT scores.

Those levels are: Beginning, Early Intermediate, Intermediate, Early Advanced, and
Advanced. Updated cut score points and descriptors for each performance level were
approved by the SBE in 2006.

October 2008 « California Department of Education -1 Communicating Individual Results with Parents and Guardians
Resources for Use by School Districts and Schools



CaLiFoRNIA ENcLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT TEST

Overall Student Performance Level (Column 1)

The bar graph and student score in the first column indicate the student’s overall
English performance level based on how well the student performed in each domain.

Domains (Columns 2-4)

The CELDT results are reported for four domains: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing for students in grades two through twelve. Results of students in kindergarten
and grade one only show scores for listening and speaking. The remaining bar graphs
show which performance level(s) and score(s) the student has achieved in each
domain tested.

Other Scores

The reports for students in grades two through twelve also show a comprehension
score. The comprehension score is an average of the scores for listening and reading.

How to Read This Report

A brief description of how to read the reported scores and performance levels are at
the bottom of the front page of the report. A chart on the back of each report briefly
describes the English skills students are expected to achieve at each level.

For More Information

Parents and guardians are encouraged to talk to their student’s teacher about these
test results and what is being done at school to help him or her become fully proficient
in English.

Note: Sample Student Performance Level Reports follow
on pages llI-3 through 1lI-6.
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Reclassifying a Student from English
Learner to Fluent English Proficient

School districts are to develop student reclassification policy and procedures based on the four criteria
set forth in Education Code Section 313(d). The reclassification guidelines, approved by the State Board of
Education, may be used by school districts/schools when evaluating a student’s readiness for reclassification
from English learner (EL) to fluent English proficient (RFEP).

Assessment of English Proficiency
m Review CELDT results from annual assessment.

Does student score at early advanced or higher overall and
score at intermediate or higher in listening and speaking,
reading, and writing?

Comparison of Performance in Basic Skills
m Review results of latest California English—-Language Arts
Standards Test (CST in English-language arts).

Does student meet the school district’s criterion?

[
Yes

v

Teacher Evaluation of Student Academic Performance
m Review the student’s academic performance.

Does student meet the academic performance indicators

set by the district?

Yes
\/

Parent or Guardian Opinion and Consultation
® Provide notice to parents and guardians of their rights to
participate in the reclassification process.

® Encourage them to participate in the reclassification
process and attend a face-to-face meeting.

Reclassification
Reclassify the student as fluent English proficient (RFEP).

Notify parents and guardians of reclassification.
Update school/school district records.

Monitor the student’s progress for two years.
.|
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Accessing the
CELDT Web Page

California English Language Development Test (CELDT) provides
resources for parents and guardians that are available through
the California Department of Education (CDE) Web site on
http://www.cde.ca.gov/. Step-by-step instructions to locate, read,
download, or print these resources are provided in this guide.

Computer Requirements

In order to access the CDE Web site, you need a computer with an
Internet connection and a Web browser such as Microsoft Internet
Explorer, Safari, Netscape Navigator, or America Online. Many
resources are posted on the CDE Web site as Portable Document
Format (PDF) files. To open and read PDF files, you also will need
Adobe Reader. Adobe Reader can be installed on your computer
free of charge by downloading it from http://www.adobe.com/
(Outside Source) or from the CDE Web site by clicking on the link
entitled “Download Free Readers.” This link is found in the lower

right corner of many pages on the CDE Web site.



Accessing the CELDT Web Page

Step 1: Launch or open your Web browser. ~ CDE Home Page

Typically a Web site will appear when you launch
your browser. At the top of this Web site, you will
find a box where you type in the address of the
Web site or page you want to access.

Step 2: Go to the home page of the
CDE Web site.

Enter the following into the address line of your
Web browser: http://www.cde.ca.gov/.

Step 3: Go to CELDT Web page. CELDT Web Page

From the CDE home page, click on “CELDT” under
“Testing” located near the bottom of the page under
“Highlights.”

Option: To access information about an state test,
click on “Testing & Accountability” in the menu

bar along the top of the CDE home page. On the
“Testing & Accountability” Web page, click on
“Testing” located on the left side of the page or click
on California English Language Development Test
(CELDT).

Web address for CELDT Web page:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/taltg/el/

California Department of Education B October 2008 E



Accessing the CELDT Web Page

Step 4. Go to CELDT Resources.
On the CELDT Web page, click on “Resources.”

The “Resources” Web page has information for
parents and guardians, including sample
released test questions for all grade levels and
domains tested by the CELDT. Use the vertical
scroll bar on the right to scroll through this page.

The address for CELDT Resources Web page is
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/resources.asp.

CELDT Resources Web Page

Other Tips:

B The color blue is often used to indicate
pages and documents that can be viewed,
downloaded, or printed. Some of the Web
pages also can be printed by clicking on
“Printer-friendly version” located in the upper
right corner of the Web page. The printer-
friendly version is a display version of the
Web page that is not cluttered with toolbars
and tabs designed for navigation purposes.

B Any of the sites or pages can be accessed
by typing the Web address directly into
the address line of the Internet browser.
This address is also known as a Uniform
Resource Locator (URL).

You will find that some PDF files may

take up to several minutes to download

to your computer. The speed of this
process depends on a number of factors,
including the speed of your connection to
the Internet and the size of the file you are
downloading.

If you type a Web address or URL
incorrectly, you will get an error message.
Check to make sure you spelled the
address correctly, used forward slashes (//),
or did not add any extra spaces.
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Glossary of Terms/Acronyms

AA — Annual Assessment

AMAQOs — Annual
Measurable Achievement
Objectives

CDE — California
Department of Education

CELDT — California
English Language
Development Test

CELDT Blueprints

Domains

The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) is given
once each year to English learners as an annual assessment of their
progress toward English proficiency (also referred to as AA).

Title 11l of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 sets Annual
Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAQS) or targets that school
districts receiving Title Il funds must meet, which in part are based on
CELDT results. See the definition of Title Il or NCLB for more detail.

The California Department of Education (CDE) provides leadership,
assistance, oversight, and resources to local educational agencies to
create a dynamic, world-class education system that equips all students
with the knowledge and skills to meet world-class standards and excel
in college and careers. Directing the CDE is the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction (SSPI), who is elected statewide.

The CELDT is the state test of English language proficiency that school
districts in California are required to administer to newly enrolled
students whose primary home language is not English and to English
learners as an annual assessment (Education Code Section 313 and
Title 5, California Code of Regulations, Section 11510).

The CELDT blueprints outline specific English Language Development
(ELD) standards tested and the number of questions included within
each domain on the CELDT for each grade from kindergarten through
grade twelve.

Domains are the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing
assessed by the CELDT. The NCLB Act of 2001 also requires that
comprehension be assessed, which is calculated as the average of
listening and reading scale scores.
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ELD Standards — English
Language Development
Standards

English Learner

English Proficiency

IFEP — Initial Fluent
English Proficient

Il — Initial Identification

Performance Level
Descriptors

The ELD standards, adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE)
in 1999, define what English learners in California public schools must
know and be able to do as they progress toward full fluency in English.

Students with a primary language other than English who are not yet
proficient in English.

The SBE established guidelines, based on Education Code Section
313(d), for school districts to use in reclassifying students from English
learner to fluent English proficient. The four criteria are:

(1) Assessment of English language proficiency, which in California
is the CELDT;,

(2) Comparison of performance in basic skills, which the SBE has
indicated should be based on results of the student’s latest
California English—Language Arts Standards Test (CST in
English-language arts);

(3) Teacher evaluation of a student’s academic performance, which
can be based on the student’s report card grades, grade point
average (GPA), or other measure that school districts use to
determine students’ academic performance; and

(4) Parent opinion and consultation, which involves parents or
guardians, if possible, in a discussion about their student’s
English language proficiency and meeting the guidelines for
reclassification.

Students with a primary language other than English who have met the
district criterion for proficient in English proficiency (i.e., those students
who were initially identified as fluent).

The CELDT is first given to newly enrolled students, whose primary
language is not English, as an initial assessment of English fluency
(also referred to as Il).

Performance level descriptors describe the competencies associated
with each performance level. Performance level descriptors characterize
what students at each performance level know and can do.
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Performance Levels

Proficiency Levels

Primary Language

Reclassification

RFEP — Reclassified
Fluent English Proficient

RTQs — Released Test
Questions

The SBE has established performance level cut scores for all four
domains (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and overall
performance on the CELDT. Student CELDT scores are identified
as falling into one of five performance levels: Beginning, Early
Intermediate, Intermediate, Early Advanced, and Advanced.

The ELD Standards identify five proficiency levels through which
English learners progress toward English proficiency: Beginning, Early
Intermediate, Intermediate, Early Advanced, and Advanced.

The language identified (at the local level) to be the individual’s primary
language based on information provided in the Home Language Survey
upon the student’s first enroliment in a California public school. This
identification is done only once during the course of the student’s
academic career and is used to identify students to be assessed with
the CELDT.

Reclassification is the local process used by school districts to
determine if a student has acquired sufficient English fluency to
perform successfully in academic subjects without ELD support. The
reclassification process is based on SBE-approved guidelines.

Students with a primary language other than English who were initially
classified as English learners, but who have subsequently met the
school district criteria for English proficiency.

Released test questions (RTQs) are selected questions taken from prior
administrations (2003-2006) of the CELDT. These questions cover a
selection of ELD standards within the four domains tested, demonstrate
a range of performance across all four grade spans, and represent

a variety of ways ELD standards can be assessed. Since RTQs are
released to the public, they will not appear on future forms of the
CELDT.
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SBE — State Board of
Education

Title Il of NCLB — Title
Ill of the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001

The SBE is the state education agency that sets education policy

for kindergarten through grade twelve in the areas of standards,
instructional materials, assessment, and accountability. The SBE
adopts textbooks for grades kindergarten through grade eight, adopts
regulations to implement legislation, and has the authority to grant
waivers for certain sections of the Education Code. The SBE has 11
members appointed by the Governor.

The Title Ill section of NCLB requires states to administer a test to
newly enrolled students whose primary (home) language is not English
to determine their level of English fluency. In California, the CELDT
serves this purpose. Students identified through the initial assessment
as English learners must be given the CELDT annually until they are
reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP). Title Ill also sets AMAOs
or targets that school districts receiving Title 11l funds must meet, which
in part are based on CELDT results.
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Resources on the Internet

CELDT Summary Results

The state, county, school district, and school level annual assessment
summary results are posted on the DataQuest Web page at
http://dg.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/. This Web page includes historical data for the

CELDT, beginning with the first year the CELDT was administered. It includes
the annual group results for the CELDT'’s Initial Assessment (I1), Annual
Assessment (AA), and all CELDT assessments combined (Il and AA). The AA
results are posted each spring and the Il and combined assessment results are
posted in the fall.

CELDT Resources Web Page

The following CELDT resources are available on the CELDT Resources Web
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/resources.asp:

CELDT Blueprints and Preface. The primary purpose of this document
is to identify the ELD Standards that are assessable on the CELDT by
grade span for the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Released Test Questions. The purpose of this document is to provide
released test questions (RTQs) from the CELDT administrations
(2003-04 through 2005-06) for use by district administrators and
teachers who work with English learners. These RTQs cover the four
domains assessed by the CELDT: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

Reporting 2007-08 Summary Results: Information Guide for County
Offices of Education, School Districts, Schools, and Media. The
purpose of the packet is to provide information about the public release
of CELDT results to assist school district and county office of education
personnel responsible for working with the media.

Technical Documentation. These documents include technical reports
and other reports for anyone interested in learning more about the
practices and procedures that validate the inferences made from the
CELDT scores.
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B Matrix 1. Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and
Modifications for Administration of California Statewide
Assessments (October 2007). This document lists variations,
accommodations, and/or modifications that students with disabilities
may use to participate in the CELDT as specified in their individualized
education programs (IEPs) or Section 504 Plans.

No Child Left Behind Web Page

Guidance on the standards and assessment requirements of the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nclb/.

Title Il Accountability Web Page

Reports and information about Title 11l Accountability, prepared by the
Evaluation, Research, and Analysis Unit of the Policy and Evaluation
Division, are available on the Title Il Accountability Web page at
http://lwww.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/t3/.

Special Education — Specialized Programs Web Page

Information and resources for helping administrators, teachers, support staff,
parents, and guardians address the unique educational needs of students with
disabilities are available on the Special Education — Specialized Programs
Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/.

English Learners — Special Programs Web Page

Program assistance and other information to improve language proficiency
of English learners and help them meet state-adopted content standards
are available on the English Learners — Special Programs Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/splel/.

Recursos en Espafiol (Spanish Translations)

Spanish translations of the information brochure for parents and guardians
and the sample letters are available on the CELDT Recursos en Espafiol Web
page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/spanish.asp.
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English Language Development Standards

State-adopted English Language Development (ELD) standards can be found
at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/.

Outside Sources

National Center on Educational Outcomes provides information on
interpreting tests administered with test variations, accommodations,
modifications, and/or alternate assessments at http://education.umn.edu/
NCEO/OnlinePubs/Policy1l.htm.

A 2008-09 Edition Guide to Test Interpretation about the CELDT for parents
and guardians is available in English and eleven other languages on the CTB/
McGraw-Hill Web page at http://www.cth.com/celdt/ (Outside Source) under
“Reporting and Interpretation Materials.”
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